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Academy Fellows Make Case for Nurse Practitioners to Lead 
Primary Care 

 
Washington, DC (May 6, 2010) – Accepting the challenge to reinvent primary care as a result of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, American Academy of Nursing (AAN) Fellows Joanne Pohl, PhD, APRN, BC, 
FAAN; Charlene Hanson, EdD, RN, FNP, FAAN; Linda Cronenwett, PhD, RN, FAAN; Mary Naylor, PhD, RN, 
FAAN; and Ellen Kurtzman, MPH, RN, FAAN, contributed articles to the May Edition of Health Affairs, examining 
the roles and impact of nurse practitioners in primary care, and the restrictions impeding their ability to practice. 
 
“Academy leadership is committed to addressing the growing primary care issues that affect the cost, access and 
quality of health care,” said AAN CEO Pat Ford-Roegner, MSW, RN, FAAN. “Dedicated to this issue, the authors 
vociferously stated their research and evidence-based outcomes and promoted team-based settings, which will 
ultimately afford advanced nurse practitioners more opportunities to deliver care.” 
 
Pohl co-authored the article, “Unleashing Nurse Practitioners’ Potential to Deliver Primary Care and Lead Teams,” 
with Hanson, Cronenwett, and Jamesetta A. Newland, PhD, RN, FNP-BC, FAANP, FNAP. View the abstract 
below and visit Health Affairs online to purchase the entire article. 
 
Highly skilled primary care is a hallmark of high-performing health care systems. We examine nurse practitioners’ 
role in delivering primary care and the effects of current restrictions on their ability to practice. By resolving 
differences between states’ individual scope-of-practice regulations, we can fully benefit from the skills of 
advanced-practice nurses in all fifty states. We recommend substantive changes in the way health care 
professionals in all disciplines are trained, and in their roles, so that patients can receive appropriate and cost-
effective care from skilled and fully functional health care teams. – Health Affairs, May 2010 
 
Naylor and Kurtzman collaborated on an article called, “The Role of Nurse Practitioners in Reinventing Primary 
Care.” The piece details the challenges facing primary care and the barriers preventing the potential of the nurse 
practitioner workforce. See the abstract below and visit Health Affairs online to purchase the entire article. 
 
Nurse practitioners are the principal group of advanced-practice nurses delivering primary care in the United 
States. We reviewed the current and projected nurse practitioner workforce, and we summarize the available 
evidence of their contributions to improving primary care and reducing more costly health resource use. We 
recommend that nurse practice acts—the state laws governing how nurses may practice—be standardized, that 
equivalent reimbursement be paid for comparable services regardless of practitioner, and that performance 
results be publicly reported to maximize the high-quality care that nurse practitioners provide – Health Affairs, 
May 2010 
 
“Health reform legislation paves the way for primary care reinvention, in part by allowing the secretary of health 
and human services to launch medical home pilot projects nationwide,” wrote AAN Raise the Voice Advisory 
Council member Susan Dentzer, the Editor-in-Chief of Health Affairs. “But no one should underestimate the 
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magnitude of other changes that will have to be made on the operational, payment, regulatory, legal and 
educational front. No one should understate the urgency.” 
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The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy.  The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 


